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Backyard Ecology:  

An Ecological Assessment of Your Neck of the Woods

The first step in protecting our fragile environment is education.  You must learn about the ecology of your immediate area, and take steps to protect, conserve and improve your local environment.  How aware are you of the environment in which you live?  Answer the following questions to assess your local environment.

1.
How would you describe the area in which you live?  Use terms such as desert, prairie, or coastal.  Even if you live in a city, in which type of environment was the city built?

2.
Describe the climate of your area.

3.
Name 5 plants that seem to be native to your area.  For each plant, list one reason why it is important to humans.  For example, can these plants be used as a source of food?  Are they used in landscaping?


a)


b)


c)


d)


e)

4.
What type of wildlife can be found in your area?   Make a list of the different animals that you have seen.

5.
Choose 3 birds found in your area and determine their niche.


a)


b)


c)

6.    What agricultural products are grown in your area?  Is there a problem in obtaining the water necessary for growing these crops?

7.
What pests are found in your area that might interfere with the growing of crops or livestock?

8.
When you consider the area in which you live, are there any obvious sources of pollution?  If so, describe the source and the type of pollution.

9.
How would you describe the air quality where you live?

10.
How would you describe the water quality where you live?

11.
Do you live in an area where logging or mining occurs?  Are efforts made to restore the environment?

12.    How do you dispose of garbage?  Where does the garbage go when it is collected?

13.
Do you recycle in your home?  If so, list the types of items that you recycle.

14.
How can you and your family improve in your efforts to recycle?

